instant
_escapes

Arty Nice

This glamorous city razzles and dazzles, with art atits very heart

A century ago, Nice's fabled 300 days of sun a year bedazzled Matisse
and Chagall. Pals, including Picasso and Dufy, stopped by to take in
the scene. Theirlegacy is athriving hub of contemporary galleries and
ateliers, notto mention more museums than any French city outside
Paris. It's the picture-perfect weekend... By Tristan Rutherford
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instant escapes

CUT-OUT-AND-GO GUIDE | ARTY NICE

SEE&DO

® The Musée d’ArtModerne
etd'Art Contemporain (MAMAC, Place
Yves Klein; mamac-nice.org; ®on
map) is Nice's temple to 20th-century
art. Every major player, including
Andy Warhol (the collection features
his sadrejection letters from New
York'sMoMA), is exhibited across

10 light-filled salons. The £9 ticket
also gives you entry to every municipal
artmuseumintownfor24 hours,
includingthe Musée Matisse @, the
Musée des Beaux-Arts@®andthe
Théatre delaPhotographie (@.

® Madame Augier, the nonagenarian
proprietor of Hotel Negresco onthe
Promenade des Anglais (hotel-
negresco-nice.com;(®), was feted

as Nice's artsy matriarch by Pablo
Picasso and Salvador Dali. Gain access
toherart-filled‘museumhotel’ by
takingteaatLe Relais bar, or dine atits
two-Michelin-starred Le Chantecler.
Head pastthereceptioninto the Salon
Versailles to spy Hyacinthe Rigaud’s
portrait of Louis X1V, one of threeinthe
world. The originalisinthe Louvre; the
other copy by Rigaudis at Versailles.

® RueDéflyisthe streetto stroll
alongif you're looking for high-end
galleries, ateliers and antiquaries.
Andhappily, it connects MAMAC with
the chic pavement cafes of Place
Garibaldi. Try Monsieur Edmond
(atNo.2;®) forvintage globes and
carpets, Line Lischa (atNo.5; @) for
ceramics, and Librairie Rabelais (at
No. 4;®) forfirst-edition artbooks.

CHIC
STREETS }

TheMusée :
Chagallisin :
Nice'sritziest :
area. Afteryour
visit, walk uphill
totheMusée i
Matisse and check
outtheNorman :
mansions and
Arabesque
villasasyougo :

ALFRESCO
VIBE ’

Outside,it's :
pavementcafe
central.Graban
espressooranice :

creamand settle
downforaspotof :
people-watching :

Nice view: looking
outoverthecity's
Baie des Anges and
the promenade;
below, Calder
sculpture atthe
Musée d'Art
Moderne; Jacob’s
Dreamatthe
Musée Chagall

® Ofthemust-see artmuseumsin
Nice, Musée Chagall (musee-chagall.
fr; £8.50;®) is spellbindingin both
individuality and scope. Thefirst
Frenchnationalmuseumto be
designedby the artistitrepresents,
itwas styled by Chagalltobestpresent
his ethereal works. The purpose-built
space focuses on his Message
Bibliqueseries, an angelic sea-blue
dreamscape thatfills the walls.

@ Les Abattoirs (50 Boulevard
Jean-Baptiste Vérany;@9) usedto
bejustthat. Now the city’s starkly
capacious slaughterhouse hosts
dozens of artist workshops, plus
an enviable exhibition schedule.
Expectvastinstallations overits
2,000 square-metre mainhall,
withafocus onplastics, metals
andurban sculpture.

® The Théatre delaPhotographie
etdel'lmage (1Place Pierre Gautier;
museephotographie.nice.fr; @) is the
ne plus ultra of photography galleries.
Recentretrospectivesinclude Steve
McCurry (of the green-eyed Afghan
Girlfame) and Henri Cartier-Bresson
(the streetphotographer who snapped
romance and warin 20th-century
France). Look outforthe 19th-century
shots from Charles Négre, who
captured the washerwomenand
streeturchins of pre-tourism Nice.

® Hush-hush after-hours visits to
major museums, night-time art
walks and pop-up exhibitions —
that's how Botoxs, a contemporary
artfoundation, shakes up the city’'s art
sceneforin-the-know tourists. Its
Facebook page details previewsin
offbeat galleries andinside artists’
apartments. Many events take place
atthe seafront Galerie de laMarine
(59 Quaides Etats-Unis; @).

® The sprawlingred mansion that
is VillaArsonhasrepresentedthe
cutting edge of Nice's contemporary
artscenesince1972.1t'sanart
university alongside a thriving
gallery space and magical gardens
(20 Avenue StephenLiégeard;
villa-arson.org; @). Check the
ongoing creations inmetalwork,
glass, woodcuts, digitalartand
much else fromits six international
artistsinresidence. »
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EAT

@ Localspecialities
LUFRAN CALIN (Mains about £9)
Because: Chef Daniel Silvetti's local
dishesinclude thelikes of chickpea
chips with pistoudip. Travel's tip:
Silvettirecently submitted a dossierto
Unesco to protect salade Nicoise and
90 otherregionalrecipes. Ask and he'll
pointyoutothe 19 Cuisine Nissarde
restaurants across town. 5 Rue Francis
Gallo; 003349380 8181;33).

® Medwithalapanese twist

L'ECOLE DENICE (Mains all £15)
Because: Japanese chef Keisuke
Matsushimawonthe Légion d’honneur
forhis painstakinginterpretations of
Nicois cuisine. Travel's tip: Allmain
courses cost £15, sothe £24 setdinner,
withawow-factor entrée and dessert,
isgreatvalue. 16 Rue de la Buffa; 0033
493813930, lecoledenice.com; (4.

® Gourmetbargain

LUNA ROSSA (Mains about £21)
Because:Inararefied salonadorned
with graffiticanvases, expect modern
Italo-Nicois cuisine such as creamy
macaroni withwhite truffles. Travel's
tip: Regular20%-off deals appear
online on sites such as thefork.com.

3 Rue Chauvain; 00334 9385 5566;(5).

® Space-agefinedining

FLAVEUR (Three courses from £79)
Because: The Tourteaux brothers, Gaél
andMickaél, scoopedtheirrestaurant’s
second Michelinstar forartful dishes,
suchas Tobiko flying-fisheggs on
aseaweed crisp’. Travel's tip: The
menuis fixed, butdon'tworry. Go
hungry and enjoy — you'rein safe
hands. 25 Rue Gubernatis; 00 334
9362 5395, restaurant-flaveur.com;@e).

® Two-Michelin-starred delight
LE CHANTECLER (Four-course
menufrom £115)

Because: Virginie Basselot took
over Le Chantecler earlier this year.
Heravant-garde creations are
wonderfully rich — try the Bresse
chickeninfused with girollesina
parsley mousseline. Travel's tip:
You'llwanttoInstagramthe wood-
panelling —resist, as snappingon
phonesis frowned upon. And chaps
willneedto wear atie. 37 Promenade
des Anglais; 003349316 6400,
hotel-negresco-nice.com; (.
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ALFRESCO
FILMS |

LaTerrassehasits :
ownrooftop :
cinemawith :

deckchairs
andwireless :
headphones. }

Recentshowings
includedthe :

Bardotclassic
EtDieuCréa :
laFemme

WRITER'S
FOODIETIP }

Justuptheroadat :
No.5RueDroite, :
you'llfindNice’s :

kookiest, most
authentic :
restaurant, Chez :
Palmyre (three
coursesfor£15). :
It'sabargain! :

ROOFTOP BARS

® Panoramicpours
AQUABAR
Because: Nothing shouts South of
France like abottle of wineinarooftop
locale.One ofthebestplacestodoit
hereisthe amazing AquaBar, atop the
Hotel Aston. Travel's tip: Its £4 slugs
of pastis come with Nicois nibbles.
There'satiny plunge pool, too.
12 Ave Felix Faure;@.

® Rose-tinted views

LATERRASSE

Because: For more sip-in-the-sky
action, take alift fromthefirst-floor
lobby of Le Méridienup to La Terrasse.
Travel's tip: Grab a bottle of Chateau
Sainte Roseline, asuperb Cotes de
Provencerosé, and watchthejets
glideintotheairport. 1lPromenades
des Anglais;G8).

® Redhotrooftop
TERRASSEDUPLAZA

Because: The Terrasse duPlaza atthe
Boscolo Hotel serves smoked salmon
wraps (£12) with Divines Restanques
white wine (£5). Travel's tip: Go for
therooftop lunchtime special — two
coursesfor£25. 12 Ave de Verdun; .

ASK THE
LOCAL

Julie Thébaut works
atthe OrevaFrance
travelagency

‘ ‘ Rue Droiteis where Nicois
artists have their ateliers.

Eachislike aninteractive art gallery
where you can meet the painter
atwork. Sylvie T (14 Rue Droite; @9)
creates beautiful watercolours of

the Old Town.Modern-artlovers
shouldheadto Nice Port. This
super-cool areahosts street cafes
and galleries, including Patrick Fréga
(3 Rue Martin Seytour; @), who makes
monumental sculptures. Try also
Franck Michel (28 Rue Ségurane; @),
which exhibits local artists, such as
Arman, Ben, and SachaSosno, whoall
have work on show at MAMAC. Best of
allisthe GCA Gallery, which specialises
instreetart (16 Rue Ségurane; @3).

STAY

@ Hip hostel
VILLASTEXUPERY BEACH (Doubles
from £45,room-only)

Because: Eachcommunaldormand
private doubleroomis dedicatedtoa
painter, withlashings of artonthe walls.
This award-winning hostelsits opposite
the city-centraldepartment store
Galeries Lafayette. Travel's tip: Take

its free walking tour, which calls atthe
Bernar Venet sculpture on Promenade
des Anglais, plus Matisse’s ochre
mansiononthe Cours Saleya. 6 Rue
Sacha Guitry; villahostels.com;@a.

® Living gallery

HOTEL WINDSOR (Doubles from
£59,room-only)

Because: For16 years, hotel owner Odile
Payen-Redolfihas allowedtwo artists
eachyeartodecoratearoom.Shenow
has27far-outbedrooms,includingone
setinpure gold by Claudio Parmiggiani.
Travel's tip: The hoteldoesn'tadvertise
it, butheadto the attic, whichhasagym
andan erudite mini-library. 1TRue
Dalpozzo; hotelwindsornice.com;@3.

PHOTOGRAPHS: ALAMY, ROBERT HARDING MAP:MAIDENHEAD CARTOGRAPHIC

® Matisse’s seaside escape

HOTEL BEAURIVAGE (Doubles
from£68,B&B)

Because: HenriMatisse checkedinhere
at Christmasin1917. These days, the
BeauRivage offers pillow menus

plus lobby artfrom Nicoise designer
Stéphanie Marin. Travel's tip: Staying
three nights ormore? The Beau Rivage
now rents sea-view apartments where
Matisse painted and stayed, from £116 a
night. 24 Rue Saint-Francois de Paule;
hotelnicebeaurivage.com;@s.

® Artybargain

HOTEL SEIZE (Doubles from
£75,B&B)

Because: The Seize has collaborated
withalocalart schoolto spice upits
34rooms. Expectsplashes of colour
inspired by the likes of Roy Lichtenstein,
pluslocalmodernartistBen. Travel's
tip: Around the corner sitseven
figurines on 10 metre-high pedestals
by Spanish sculptor Jaume Plensa. Take
awander — atnighteach one glows
adifferent colour. 16 Rue Chauvain;
le-seize.nicehotels365.com;@3.

BEACH
| BARGAIN

: BeauRivage
Plageis one of

i Nice'shippest

i beach clubs. Hotel
guestscanbag

i aloungerand

! parasolfora

i discounted £18

Granddesign:
clockwise fromtop
left,anapartment
fromNicePebbles;
exterior of the Hotel
Windsor;La
Terrasse, the cool
rooftopbaratLe
Méridienhotel;
finediningatLe
Chantecler; one of
the artist-designed
rooms atthe

Hotel Windsor

instant escapes

® Royal approval
HOTELNEGRESCO (Doubles
from£178,room-only)

Because: The Queen, the Beatles
andthe Shahof Iranhaveall
stayedhere;the hotelhas 117 art-
splashedrooms. Travel's tip:Don't
missthe16,309-crystal Baccarat
chandelierinthe RoyalLounge. ltwas
commissionedby Tsar Nicholas I, who
was executed before he could take
delivery. 37 Promenade des Anglais;
hotel-negresco-nice.com; ().

@ Slice of the city

NICE PEBBLES (Apartments for two
from£240 anight, or £385 aweek)
Because: Nice's premier holiday-letting
agency manages 140 apartments from
theboho Porttothe Promenade andall
are bookable fromone nightto one
month. Travel's tip: If you'reinagroup,
itshigher-end properties make sense.
Palais Lacourt, betweenthe Negresco
hotelandthe Palais Masséna museum,
sleeps sixinluxury from £145pp anight.
Palais Lacourt Apartment, Rue de
Rivoli: nicepebbles.com; 3.

GETME THERE
GOINDEPENDENT
BAfliesfromfourLondonairportsplus
ManchestertoNice from £56 return.
SNCF (voyages-sncf.com) runs trains
fromLondon StPancras to Nice, witha
quick changeinParis, from £130return;
thejourney takes 9hr30min.

GOPACKAGED

Escortedrail tour specialist Great Rail
Journeys (greatrail.com) has aluxurious
seven-day trip to Nice and the Céte
d’Azur, includingfirst-class trains from
London StPancras, from £1,535pp. Or
BAHolidays (ba.com) has twonightsin
the BeauRivage from £119pp, including
returnflights from Gatwick.

FURTHERINFORMATION

The Nice Tourisme website (nice
tourisme.com) has excellentmuseum
and gallery guides. It's worth gettingthe
Cote d’Azur Card (cotedazur-card.com;
£40forthree days) —itgivesfree
accesstomorethan100 museums,
activitiesandtours onthe French
Riviera,includingthe ChagallinNice. m
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